
The Juliuson JournalThe Juliuson JournalThe Juliuson Journal   
Ralph and Patty Juliuson      Helping Missionaries Around the WorldRalph and Patty Juliuson      Helping Missionaries Around the WorldRalph and Patty Juliuson      Helping Missionaries Around the World   

January 2021January 2021January 2021 

         “…that thou shouldest be for salvation“…that thou shouldest be for salvation“…that thou shouldest be for salvation   
unto the ends of the earth.”unto the ends of the earth.”unto the ends of the earth.”   Acts 13:47 

Buongiorno (good morning), as they say in Italian. What a blessing it is to serve the Lord on the mission field! Although there are hardships and 

difficulties at times, it is the confidence that God will never leave us or forsake us that gives us the motivation to persevere.  

 

As most of you know, Oct of 2020 we returned to the field of Croatia with the knowledge that we 

would be transitioning to northern Italy sometime in January. Previously, the landlord of our house in 

Croatia was to rent our house to Bro. Lowrie, and we would have had some flex time in which to find a 

home in Italy, plan the move, hire the moving company, etc. All of this changed in November when 

the landlord informed us that they were going to sell the property to their daughter and her 

family instead of renting to the Lowries. The whirlwind commenced and I starting contacting 

moving companies for bids. I was shocked at the cost- every 

bid was 6000-8000 Euro! It didn’t cost that much to ship our container to Croatia from America! 

 

We hunkered down and eliminated all but the truck and driver to get the 

price to around 1800 Euro. I had been saving for the last year toward the 

move, but the cost to settle in Italy averages between eight and ten thou-

sand dollars. I remembered 2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all 

grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 

may abound to every good work:’ It has been encouraging to see how the 

Lord has provided during this time; many of our needs have been met 

through faithful churches and believers, from unsolicited love offerings, 

Christmas offerings, and our sending church. 

 

One difficult factor was that, because of the holiday season, no company would move us between mid-December and the middle of January. Janu-

ary was past our Croatian visa expiration dates and two weeks past our home lease expiration. All of that pushed the move up to the week before 

Christmas and, without getting into detail, we just didn’t have Christmas this year. It was survival unpacking and that’s all we had strength, energy 

or health to do. 

 

I don’t like to admit it but we were exhausted after the move and it took 

quite a toll on both of us. We were at the hospital four times in the first 

10 days! Patty had a skin lesion that required medical attention, so we 

spent Christmas Eve in the ER in Pordenone Italy, then cardiac symp-

toms gave us quite a scare, followed closely by a back re-injury for me 

caused simply by trying to put a cooking pan in a lower cabinet! On top 

of that, there were all of the challenges inherent in an international move: getting services turned on, shopping, and 

banking in a new language, in addition to Covid restrictions. 

 

  To God be the glory! Through it all we have managed to unpack our things and start settling in at Calvary Baptist 

Church Aviano, Italy. We are excited to be partnering with Pastor Chris and Lou Anne War, who have been serving 

faithfully here for seven years. I have been given the privilege of  preaching the Sunday afternoon service and lead-

ing singing; Patty is playing the piano, teaching Junior Church, and helping supervise the kitchen. We have already begun to form relationships with 

some of the young military couples. We look forward to winning, discipling, and ministering to our country’s active duty military families and the 

local community. We are grateful to be used of the Lord, and for your prayer and financial support. My we continue to bear fruit for the Master in 

His field. 

Ralph Juliuson               rjuliuson@yahoo.com 

Sent by Calvary Baptist Church                  Pastor David Story 405-359-1044 

24601 N. Western Avenue Edmond, OK 73025 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

1) Visa approval to Italy 

2) Language studies 

3) Major vehicle repairs 

(our car is still in Croatia!) 

4) Health/Stress/Physical/Spiritual 

Because He is worthy,  Bro. Ralph Juliuson 
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